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Marcelo and Micaela perform an aerialist star act during the Royal Canadian Circus which performed in Olds over the 
weekend. For more coverage, see photos on pages 12, 13, and 16.

Bar owner pleased 
to see adult only 

bylaw pass
By Joseph ho
MVP Staff

Texas Mickey Bar owner Jen Casavant still sounds 
relieved, days after securing a huge victory at last 
week’s May 9 council meeting to add “adult enter-
tainment establishment” as a permitted use to the 
property her business operates on. 

“I’m just really, really happy. I don’t know what you 
want me to say. I’m beyond happy,” Casavant said. 

The bar is currently closed until the end of August. 
Until then, she plans to renovate and pledges that the 
establishment will maintain its identity as a “college 
bar.” 

“I’m not going to turn it into a strip bar. Wednesdays 
will still be karaoke night, Thursday is for the col-
lege and then I was thinking of having live bands on 
Fridays,” she said. 

As for Saturdays, they will be known as “Sexy 
Saturdays,” featuring female exotic dancers. Male 
shows will happen every few months, she said. 

“If it’s too much, I’ll cut it less and less.” 
Council passed the site-specific land use bylaw 

amendment by a 4-2 vote. The yeas: Olds mayor Judy 
Dahl, Wade Bearchell, Debbie Bennett and Mary Jane 
Harper. The nays: Harvey Walsh and Rudy Durieux. 
Mary Anne Overwater was absent for the meeting. 

See Mickey page 2

Evacuee family seeks 
accommodations

By Joseph ho
MVP Staff

As of Monday morning, a road-weary Fort McMurray 
family of five was looking for a place to live in Olds 
after fleeing this month’s wildfires. 

Tosha Moore says they’ve received some offers 
but need space -- for her, spouse Shane and children: 
13-year-old Mollie, two-year-old Wyatt and 10-month-
old Sierra. Ideally, rent would not cost more than 
$1,600 per month. 

Until then, they are staying in a family friend’s 
house in Red Deer. 

On May 3, from her parents’ house in Fort 
McMurray’s Westview area, where they had been 
living, Moore saw the fire spreading in the distance. 
Her immediate reaction was to grab the two youngest 
children and leave. 

She picked up Mollie from high school and head-
ed north to the oilfield camps. They left at 2:30 
p.m., shortly before the first evacuation order. But 
once there, Moore says they were turned away and 
believes those at the camps did not understand the 
severity of the situation. 

See Evacuee page 4
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Circus Delights

The Videla clown family entertains the crowds with a boxing match.

The Flying Pages family perform a high flying trapeze act.

The Piolita and Videla families show off their unicycle and juggling skills.

The Kambarov Cossack Riders of Kyrgyzstan perform a trick riding act.
Ringmaster Joseph Dominick Bauer performs his Death Defying Wheel of Destiny act at 
the conclusion of the show.

People line up outside the big top during the Royal Canadian Circus performance on May 13. All of the proceeds from Friday’s show went towards the Canadian Red Cross.

Ringmaster Joseph Dominck Bauer announces the first act.

 Photos by Noel West/MVP Staff

The Zerbini Dancers start out the show.

Eagle Beef Multi 4-H club member Paige van Sickle collects donations before the show.
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Circus tops up Red Cross with $15,000
Came to Olds rather than Fort McMurray, due to wildfires

By Joseph ho
MVP Staff

The Royal Canadian Circus 
announced it had raised more 
than $15,000 for the Canadian 
Red Cross during its benefit 
show on May 13. 

That Friday night, admission 
to the show was a donation 

toward Fort McMurray relief 
efforts. 

The provincial and federal 
governments have both been 
matching donations so the 
total impact from the benefit 
show was about $45,000, read 
a statement from the circus. 

“Our young 4H’ers did an 
admirable job as ambassa-

dors of Fort McMurray, and 
collected over $15,000 from 
the 1,500 or so townsfolk and 
friends who attended. It was a 
great experience for the kids 
to get involved like this; com-
munity is one of the fundamen-
tal tenets of the 4H program,” 
read a statement from Kerry 
Moynihan, Olds College’s dir-

ector of guest experience. 
The circus was supposed to 

be in Fort McMurray but was 
held in Olds due to the wild-
fires. 

“Putting this together on 
a moment’s notice like this 
required the participation of 
the Town of Olds, Mayor Judy 
Dahl and Council, Mountain 

View County, Olds College 
itself, and myriad others who 
rolled up their sleeves to help,” 
Moynihan continued. 

“It’s a good feeling to help in 
our own way, and the kids will 
never forget the experience; 
nor will they ever forget this 
fabulous show.” 

jho@olds.greatwest.ca 

Royal Circus’s Cristhian Videla spends 
day at Olds High School

By Joseph ho
MVP Staff

One Royal Canadian Circus perform-
er spent a day at Olds High School on 
May 13 to observe in his words, “life in 
the real world.” 

At 15 years old, Cristhian Videla 
was one of the youngest acts this past 
weekend. After performing at the OHS 
benefit breakfast for Fort McMurray, 
he toured the building with Grade 11 
student Austin Robertson. 

“It looks nice. Everybody seems to 
get along. There’s not that group of 
kids and this group of kids. Everybody 
seems to get along. I like it here,” 
Videla said. 

Vice-principal Gayleen Roelfsema 

introduced the two, who’ve become 
friends. 

“Ms. Roelfsema came to me and 
said, ‘Hey, would you mind showing 
Cristhian around for the day, have him 
tag along for class because he really 
wants to see how we go to school,’” 
Robertson said. “I said, ‘great, I’d love 
to show him around.’” 

Videla and his 11-year-old brother 
Sebastien are fifth-generation circus 
performers from Argentina. It’s an itin-
erant lifestyle so Videla’s schooling 
takes place on the road. “Wherever the 
Big Top sets up is home,” he said. “We 
create heaven in one day. And just in 
one night, heaven is packed away and 
it’s on to the next location.” 

The family tradition started in 1814 

by a man named Simon, Videla said. 
Simon was in the army, building can-
nons, working all the time. 

Simon followed through with what 
many people only joke about doing. 
He ran away. 

“He ran away eventually, joined the 
circus, became a clown, married a 
high wire (walker) and that’s how it all 
started,” Videla said. “That one deci-
sion that he made, changed the whole 
family tradition. Right now, I would be 
in Argentina playing soccer, going to 
school, like you guys.” 

Videla started performing at two 
years old. He’s currently learning the 
trapeze and walked the high wire last 
year. He rides unicycles, juggles and 
plays five instruments: saxophone, 

trumpet, guitar, piano and the drums. 
However, he enjoys clowning the most 
and is philosophical about it. 

“It’s not because I’m scared and can’t 
do the other stuff. I like making people 
laugh,” he said. “When you go to a 
circus, the main thing is making a kid 
laugh, making children smile. That’s 
the main priority of the circus.” 

The job has given him the chance to 
travel all over South America, Canada 
and the United States. He’s not sure 
what life would be like otherwise, 
what he and his family would do. 

“My future is to stay in the family 
business. My family owns a circus 
and when I grow up, that show will be 
mine. I have to keep it going,” he said. 

jho@olds.greatwest.ca

Noel West/MVP Staff

Equipment sits inside the circus tent, waiting to be put in place.
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